
The Death of the Vision 
 
Within God’s process we can sometimes see clearly what someone has called “the death of the vision.”1  
 
Moses 
 
For example, in the life and experience of the young Moses in Egypt, we observe him as he begins to 
realize who he really is and something of his purpose.  He has a vision, born of his own sense of justice, 
and begins to insert himself into the personal conflicts of his fellow Hebrews and even kills an Egyptian 
who was mistreating a Hebrew slave (Exodus 2:11-14)! His efforts end in failure and in an increase of 
their burden.  He experiences the death of his vision and flees into to the desert.  For forty years he is a 
shepherd until finally God calls him and reveals to him His vision for the deliverance of His people. 
Moses’ vision is reborn, but in God’s way and according to God’s timing.   
 
Habakkuk 
 
Habakkuk experienced the death of the vision in some ways.  He had a vision of God’s justice and he 
assumed that God would ultimately intervene among His people.  God chose to answer Habakkuk’s 
prayer in an entirely different way. After some arguing with God, Habakkuk let go of his vision and 
embraced God’s. 
 
Gideon 
 
By the time we see Gideon he has already given up on his vision and entered into bitterness and 
complaint.2 We watch as he struggles to take hold of God’s vision, testing it over and over, before finally 
trusting it and achieving victory (Judges 6:11-7:25).  
 
Abraham 
 
Abraham was certainly fully engaged in the process.  He actually had embraced God’s vision but then 
grew weary of waiting for it, allowing himself to be influenced by Sarah’s vision which brought Hagar 
and Ishmael into the picture.  Ishmael represents what can happen when we try to bring a God-given 
vision to pass with human ingenuity (Genesis 16-17).  
 

                                                 
1 I am aware that there are various ways people have construed the concept of the death of the vision, none of which I am particularly familiar with. What I share in this book is the view I have 
arrived at from my study of Scripture over the past twenty-two years. 
 
2 And yet, couldn’t we say that the presence of Gideon’s bitterness betrays at least some remnant of hope? 

 


