
Divine Imagination  
 
The clearest pictures of this process can be seen in Scripture in the stories of Hannah (1 Samuel 1) and 
Habakkuk (Habakkuk 1-3), both of which we will look at in Part 2.  However, there are many stories in 
which we are allowed to see parts of the process. Many times, the part we get to see is that part of the 
process called divine imagination. 
 
In the New Testament, divine imagination can be clearly seen in the stories of Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-
52), the healing of the Centurion’s servant (Matthew 8:5-13), the woman with the issue of blood (Mark 
5:25-34), the prostitute who washes Jesus’ feet with her tears (Luke 7:36-50), and even the 
Syrophoenician woman (Mark 7:24-30). The imagination we see in these stories is most poignant:   
 
Bartimaeus envisioned in his mind’s eye that, when the opportunity presented itself, he would cry out to 
Jesus—appealing to Him as the Son of David—and be healed of his blindness.  
 
The Centurion had it worked out in his mind that Jesus could simply “say the word” and it would be 
done.   
 
The woman with the issue of blood envisioned an opportunity to touch the hem of Jesus’s cloak and 
imagined that such a touch would bring healing.   
 
The prostitute who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and dried them with her hair envisioned Jesus’ 
acceptance of such a daring act of worship that would minister to Him in a powerful way.   
 
The Syrophoenician woman, faced with a racial barrier to her request, imagined a concept that 
persuaded Jesus, namely, that even dogs get to eat crumbs from the Master’s table. If she was a dog in 
comparison to the Jews, then perhaps she could have just a crumb. She imagined that a crumb would be 
enough, and she was right! In fact, all of these succeeded at realizing their visions! 
 


