
Divine Dissatisfaction 
 
The flow of the process begins when we are dissatisfied with the status quo in our lives.1 From this 
dissatisfaction arises a holy disturbance, a divine dissatisfaction if you will, which causes us to reconsider 
a great many things such as our fruitfulness, our attitudes, our actions, our future, and our purpose, just 
to mention a few.  We begin to feel a spiritual burden.  Out of this burden flows heartfelt, passionate, 
effectual prayer.  This fervent, effectual prayer, fueled by the burden, produces a fresh, new vision—
God’s vision. You could call it divine imagination! The vision can come in more than one way.  It can 
be a direct word from the Lord, revealing His plan, or a simple thought we realize is from God. In any 
case, it is a picture of what things could be like if there were no barriers.2 At this point, the vision—God’s 
vision—which we discovered in fervent prayer, inspires even more prayer, through which God 
ultimately brings the vision to fruition.  
 
In summary, divine dissatisfaction leads to spiritual burden, and burden leads us into fervent, effectual 
prayer. Prayer gives birth to the vision (divine imagination), and then, bathed in further prayer, the vision 
is realized (victory). All that remains is to rejoice at what God has done in participation with us!  
 

                                                 
1 This could be indicated as the spiritual status quo.  However, sometimes our desire for certain things may at first appear to be typical “horizontal” pursuits.  In Hannah’s story (see Part 2), her 
desire was for a child—surely a natural desire.  But she discovers that her desire for a son intersects with God’s desire for her to have a son that she would be willing to dedicate to a life of spiritual 
service.  So, it is spiritual vision we are interested in but our entrance may at first seem non-spiritual.  It could be said that God works in our desires to redirect our gaze toward what He wants to 
do.  Moses wanted to personally defend his Hebrew brothers.  God wanted to bring about the deliverance of every Hebrew, something Moses could not have done on his own. 
2 A great question which can help to clarify what a person’s real passion is: “If there were no obstacles or barriers, what would you do for the kingdom of God?” 
 


